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China says its second-quarter GDP growth was 6.7%, meeting expectations 

China’s economy grew 6.7% in the second quarter of 2018 from a year earlier, slightly lower than 6.8% 

in the first quarter of 2018. On a quarterly basis, GDP in the second quarter grew 1.8%, compared with 

growth of 1.4% in January-March. 

 

China June industrial output weaker; investment in line with expectations 

China's industrial output rose 6.0% in June from a year earlier, missing expectations, while fixed-asset 

investment growth slowed to 6.0% in the first half of the year, in line with forecasts. Retail sales rose 

9.0% in June from a year earlier. 

 

China looks to get cozy with EU in annual talks as Trump tariffs bite 

The 20th EU-China summit will be looking to fend off overtures for an anti-U.S. alliance as China seeks a 

European counterbalance to U.S. tariffs. The meeting is expected to produce a modest communique 

affirming the commitment of both sides to the multilateral trading system.  

 

Trump and Putin to hold first summit talks as twitchy West looks on 

U.S. President Donald Trump will head into his first summit with Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in 

Helsinki, without a clear agenda and little preparation. 

 

Trump suggests US and UK could strike a 'tremendous deal' on trade after Brexit: Daily Mail 

U.S. President Donald Trump said Britain must ensure it is free to cut a trade deal with the United States 

in its Brexit agreement with the European Union. 

 

On eve of Russia summit, Trump calls European Union 'a foe' 

U.S. President Donald Trump described the European Union one of his greatest “foes” in another 

extraordinary diplomatic intervention on Sunday. 

 

Theresa May pledges to boost UK aerospace amid Brexit concerns 

Prime Minister Theresa May plans to promise extra investment for the aerospace industry just days 

after Airbus threatened to reduce its U.K. presence because of Brexit disruption.  

 

Parliament vote to reveal extent of anger over May's Brexit plan 

Prime Minister Theresa May is battling for her political survival after announcing a Brexit negotiating 

strategy that enraged euro-skeptics in her Conservative Party, who see it as a plan to keep Britain too 

closely tied to Brussels. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/07/16/china-q2-gdp-china-posts-second-quarter-growth-data-amid-trade-war.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/china-economy-activity/china-june-industrial-output-weaker-investment-in-line-with-expectations-idUSB9N1U401K
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-eu/china-looks-to-get-cozy-with-eu-in-annual-talks-as-trump-tariffs-bite-idUSKBN1K514O?il=0
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-usa-russia-summit/trump-and-putin-to-hold-first-summit-talks-as-twitchy-west-looks-on-idUKKBN1K6013
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/07/15/trump-us-uk-could-strike-a-tremendous-deal-on-trade-post--brexit.html
https://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFKBN1K50JE
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2018/07/15/theresa-may-pledges-boost-uk-aerospace-amid-brexit-concerns/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-eu/parliament-vote-to-reveal-extent-of-anger-over-mays-brexit-plan-idUKKBN1K514U
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Britain unveils 'short and sharper' code for companies 

The Financial Reporting Council has updated its code of corporate standards for publicly listed 

companies, which must comply with it or explain to shareholders if they do not. There is a new provision 

for greater board engagement with the workforce to understand their views. 

 

Glut of property hits UK housing market in July - Rightmove 

Britain’s housing market dropped for the first time in seven months as sellers adapted to the reality of 

the weaker market. Asking prices slipped 0.1% in July from a month earlier, while prices slipped 0.5% in 

London. 

 

UK car insurance premiums see biggest annual fall since 2014 - survey 

The average premium for of a comprehensive motor insurance policy fell 11%   in Britain in the second 

quarter, the biggest annual price fall since 2014. 

 

Dollar pauses near six-month top ahead of big economic indicators 

The dollar index went as high as 95.241 last week but quickly reversed gains after latest trade figures 

from China suggested the threat of tariffs had not had a significant impact as yet. The dollar paused at 

112.39 yen, not far from a six-month top of 112.79 set on Friday. 

 

Oil prices dip as markets eye potential supply increases 

Oil prices were down amid fears of supply disruptions eased. The market focus shifted towards possible 

supply increases, even as a Norwegian union for workers on offshore oil and gas drilling rigs stepped up 

a six-day strike. 

 

China willing to invest $3 billion in Nigerian oil operations: NNPC 

The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation said China National Offshore Oil Corp is willing to invest $3 

billion in its existing oil and gas operation in Nigeria. 

 

Boeing concerned about tariff talk, but no business impact yet 

Boeing Co is concerned tariffs could push up costs for aircraft manufacturers and warned about 

potential damage of the growing U.S.-China trade row. Chief executive Dennis Muilenburg said Boeing 

wanted to find "alternative solutions" to trade disputes. 

 

Iran's supreme leader calls for government to be backed in face of U.S. sanctions 

https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-companies-regulator/britain-unveils-short-and-sharper-code-for-companies-idUKKBN1K5150
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-houseprices-rightmove/glut-of-property-hits-uk-housing-market-in-july-rightmove-idUKKBN1K5156
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-insurance-survey/uk-car-insurance-premiums-see-biggest-annual-fall-since-2014-survey-idUKKBN1K514W?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-global-forex/dollar-pauses-near-six-month-top-ahead-of-big-economic-indicators-idUSKBN1K601Q
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-oil/oil-prices-dip-as-markets-eye-potential-supply-increases-idUSKBN1K601B
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-cnooc-corp/china-willing-to-invest-3-billion-in-nigerian-oil-operations-nnpc-idUSKBN1K50MH?il=0
http://wsau.com/news/articles/2018/jul/15/us-china-understand-importance-of-aerospace-to-their-economies-boeing-ceo/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-usa-khamenei/irans-supreme-leader-calls-for-government-to-be-backed-in-face-of-u-s-sanctions-idUSKBN1K50K8
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Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called on state bodies to support the government of 

President Hassan Rouhani in fighting looming U.S. economic sanctions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained within this document (‘information’) is believed to be reliable but MLB Financial Group does not warrant its completeness nor 

accuracy. Opinions and estimates contained herein constitute our judgment and are subject to change without notice. MLB Financial Group shall not be 

liable for any errors, omissions nor opinions contained within this document. This material is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the purchase or 

sale of any financial instrument. For the avoidance of doubt, any information contained within this document will not form an agreement between parties. 

Additional information is available on request. 

About Us 

MLB Financial Group manages a substantial amount of assets for a broad range of institutional and private clients including funds and family offices. We 

offer comprehensive finance, asset management, and wealth management solutions to achieve the unique goals of every client. Our team of over 30 

financial experts spot the best investment opportunities by leveraging on our insight, experience, and global presence.  

Contact  

Tel: (852) 2117 3482                       Fax: (852) 2117 3486                       Email: info@mlb-financial.com                   
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